
 

Hello Neighbors! 
By: Michael Lederman 

 
As I look outside my office window 
while typing this, the ground is 
covered with ice and frost. Our 
community now weathering through 
its first true winter storm looks like 
a bride on her wedding day all 
dressed in white lace. The 

peacefulness and serenity of our neighborhood has never been 
more apparent to me then when I see it in this condition.  
 
All too soon people will be changing over from heat to air 
conditioning and winter coats will give way to t-shirts and 
shorts. Later this month we’ll usher in the first day of spring 
and thoughts, of course turn to flowers and gardening. 
 
I am currently in negotiations, on behalf of our community 
with several area nurseries to provide the residents of Arbor 
Creek a discount when purchasing needed supplies as well as 
expert advise from people who are familiar with our type of 
soil and planting conditions. 
 
This month we’ll also have a chance to all get together for the 
first time, my wife and I are very much looking forward to 
spending time with those of you we’ve yet to meet and 
especially those of you we’ve come to know already. 
 
Many exciting new things will be happening in and around our 
community this spring. As always if you’ve something you 
wish to see in the newsletter or on our website just let us know 
via any of the contact methods available to you. 

 

Meet The Lewis’ 
 
Hello Arbor Creek Neighbors! Meet 
Joe and Rhonda Lewis.  They 
joined the Arbor Creek Community 
on December 27th 2002. Their new 
house is located at 1773 Preston on 
the Lakes. 
 
Prior to moving to Arbor Creek 

they lived near the Carrollton area and chose Arbor Creek 
because it was both a new sub division and seemed very quiet. 
This is somewhere they knew they would feel comfortable.  
 
Joe and Rhonda are still newlyweds and have only been 
married for seven months. Joe has a son, Damion who is 8 
years old and lives in Austin.  
 
Joe is originally from Louisiana and Rhonda from Arkansas.  
As a Claims Adjuster for State Farm Insurance Joe commutes 
to Dallas and Rhonda works as an English Instructor for ITT 
Technical Institute in Richardson and also is an Independent 
Beauty Consultant for Mary Kay Cosmetics. 
 
 Joe’s fraternity is Kappa Alpha Psi and Rhonda’s sorority is 
Delta Sigma Theta. The Lewis’ are members of the First 
Baptist Church of Hamilton Park in Richardson. 
 
This couple enjoys going to the movies, Dave and Buster’s, 
Putt Putt Golf, taking walks together and exercising. Games 
they like to play are, Spades, Dominoes and Play Station 
Games. Joe and Rhonda like a variety of sports teams and 
you’ll find them rooting for their favorites which are, 
Pittsburgh Steelers, Tennessee Titans, LSU Tigers, Arkansas 
Razorbacks, Duke Blue Devils and the LA Lakers.  
 
Favorite authors include, Toni Morrison, Shakespeare, John 
Grisham, and Terry McMillian. On their list of must-reads 
you’ll find, Sula, A Time To Kill and Howard’s End.  
 
Joe and Rhonda would have liked to have a community pool 
in our neighborhood and would rather have more choices in 
electric and telephone service providers. They also hope that 
local traffic woes are addressed real soon. Both would like to 
participate in: Neighborhood BBQ’s, Holiday Decorating 
Contests, Game Nights, Garage Sales and a Neighborhood 
Watch Program. 
 
The Lewis’ can be reached by phone at 972-294-4651 (home) 
& 972-897-0442 (cell) or by email RLLewis@ITT-Tech.edu. 
You can wish both of these nice people a Happy Birthday in 
November, Joe on the 6th and his lovely wife on the 15th. 
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Chuckle Corner 
By: Talisha Guy 

 
It was one of the worst days of my life: The 
washing machine broke down, the telephone 
kept ringing, my head ached, and the mail 
carrier brought a bill I had no money to pay. 
Almost to the breaking point, I lifted my one - 
year– old into his high chair, leaned my head 

against the tray, and began to cry. Without a word, my son 
took his pacifier out of his mouth and stuck it in mine. 

 - Unknown  
 
Riddle Me This: “The more you take, the more you leave 
behind.”  What are they?        (Answer Below) 

 
Restaurant Review 

By Trish Batson 
I recently had a great dining experience and 
thought I'd share it with my neighbors.  We 
had dinner at "Big Bowl" in Frisco.  The 
food was really good. They serve a variety 
of Asian Cuisine and the prices were quite 
reasonable ($8-12) for dinner.  Service was 

great.  They also have a full bar for those of us that enjoy "the 
spirits"!  
 
 I would highly recommend this place for the food and it's 
atmosphere. It’s located at 3110 Pre ston Road in Frisco. Their 
phone number is 972-712-5838. You can check out the menu 
on their Website at www.bigbowl.com. 
 

Notices: 
1st Annual Arbor Creek Meet & Greet 

Mark your calendars, the highly anticipated 1st Annual Arbor 
Creek Meet & Greet has been scheduled for March 15th. Food 
and fun will be the goal and we’re hoping to have a few 
surprise guests show up to say hello to us. Door prizes will be 
given away and it will be a great chance to meet those 
neighbors you haven’t had a chance to meet yet.  
 
The hosts of this party will be Jonathan and Amanda Rhoads 
and it will take place at their home, 1603 Myrtle Drive on  
Saturday, March 15th and will begin at 11:00 am. Food and 
drink will be served and it’s hoped all will have a good time. 
Please bring a chair for each person attending as available 
seating will be limited. 
 
 I hope everyone will make an attempt to attend this function. 
 

Reminder 
Don’t forget to change your filters this month, with all the 
cold weather we’ve had our heaters were working overt ime 
trying to keep our homes warm and the dust has been steadily 
sucked into the air handlers. If anyone is unsure of how to 
change their filters a quick call to warranty will get you the 
answers 940-440-0451. 
 
 
Answer: Footsteps 

Did You Know? 
 
March is National Women’s History Month  and the perfect 
time to honor the women in our history as well as those 
currently in our lives. This month is also National Peanut 
Month, National Youth Art Month as well as Music in Our 
Schools Month. 

 
March 2nd is the birthday of the beloved 
children’s author, Theodore Geisel better 
known as Dr. Suess, who started publishing 
cartoons and humorous articles in 1927. Dr. 
Suess books have taught many children the 
love of reading and he holds a special place in 
my heart. March 3rd is National Anthem Day; 

President Hoover signed the bill making, The Star Spangled 
Banner, our national anthem in 1931. 
 
March 11th is the anniversary of the publication of, Mary 
Shelly’s;  Frankenstein in 1818 and March 14th celebrates the 

birthday of a true genius. On this day in 1879, 
Albert Einstein was born in Ulm, Germany.  In 
1940 her became a citizen of the United States. 
Though credited with making the Atomic Bomb 
possible, Einstein dedicated the majority of his 
live towards peaceful efforts. One week before 
his death he sent a letter to Bertrand Russel in 

which he agreed that his name should go on a manifesto 
urging all nations to give up nuclear weapons. It is fitting that 
one of his last acts was to argue, as he had done all his life, for 
international peace.  
 
March 17th is when we all become a little bit Irish for the day 

and celebrate St. Patrick’s Day . March 29th 
brings us a holiday dear to my heart, for it was on 
that date way back in 1886 that the world was 
introduced to Coca Cola for the very first time. 

 
Congratulations go out to our very own Steven Dixon, 1615 
Myrtle Drive & his fiancée Cornelia Lynn Baker. They’ve set 
their wedding date for August 16th the ceremony will take 
place at Cozumel, Mexico. Best wishes for a long a happy 
marriage to Steven & Cornelia from all of us at Arbor Creek. 

 
 
Wish you knew the secrets of those famous French Chefs? We 
might live in a small town but noted Chef Francois and his 
wife Catherine Fotre of Café C will be sharing their secrets 
with a number of cooking classes at his restaurant. Specific 
classes on everything from stocks and sauces to roasting will 
be held on Sundays and Wednesdays throughout March cost is 
$65.00 per person, for more info call 972-294-4600.  
 
If taking classes isn’t for you, but y ou still want to have the 
experience of fine dinging. On Saturday, March 8th Café C 
will be hosting a reservations only Wine Dinner. The menu 
begins with Avocado & Crab Meat Salad moves on to, Oven 
Roast Rack of Lamb and ends with a Cheese Plate. Each 
course is matched with a glass of wine that complements the 
course, from the Loire Valley. Dinner is $50 per person (tax 
and gratuity not included). Experience big city dining in our 
own little town. 



FYI: CoServ & Our New Homes 
 
Many of us over the last few months have 
voiced questions about our electrical bills 
and the quality of service we’ve been 
getting from CoServ. I will attempt in this 
article to explain what I’ve learned while 
investigating these concerns. 

 
According to Fanning Services Inc., the company that 
installed our heating and air conditioning equipment. Choice 
Homes as installed an Electrical Resistance heater as basic 
equipment. It is a 12 SEER 3 ½ ton 15-killowatt system that 
pulls in excess of 83 amps each time it kicks on.  To put this in 
layman’s terms. For every 1 hour of run time your heater 
works it costs $1.96 so, if it only works one hour a day for a 
month it will run you around $58.90 (while your air 
conditioner running 1 hour per day will cost you $14.73 per 
month). Things that will affect this are; what setting you keep 
your thermostat on, how accurate it is, how many sq. ft. your 
heating, and most of all how cold the weather is. Here is a list 
to help put it all in perspective.  
(All information provided by CoServ and are estimates for standard items 
under normal usage) 
Item and amount of daily usage                             $/month 
60-gal. Water heater set to 120F under normal use $39.27 
Freezer that runs for 10 hours per day $21.21 
Standard refrigerator running 12 hours per day $14.14 
Wash, dry & iron 5 loads laundry per week $10.00 
Kitchen range used 30 minutes a day $8.79 
Oven used 6 hours per month $1.41 
Oven clean cycle used 3 hours per month $0.63 
TV& Satellite used 6 hours per day $5.11 
VCR played 20 hours per month $0.08 
Ceiling fans used 24 hours a day (each) $4.70 
Computer, monitor & printer 8 hours per day $4.40 
Dishwasher with dry cycle 25 hours per month $2.75 
60-watt light bulb on 8 hours a day (each) $1.13 
Microwave used 10 minutes per day $0.63 
Toaster used 6 minutes per day $0.39 
Garage Door opener 3 hours per month $0.08 
Stereo played for 30 hours per month $0.24 
Cordless telephones each  $0.31 
Hair dryer used 10 minutes per day $0.63 
Electrical Clocks (each) $0.16 
Kitchen Disposal used 1 hour per month $0.08 
Coffee maker used 10 minutes per day $0.47 
Vacuum used for 3 hours per day $0.20 
Electric Blanket used 7 hours per day $2.91 
 
It’s easy to see how the electric bills can quickly pile up. After 
speaking with many neighbors on the subject it has become 
apparent that the “normal” electric bill for our homes should 
run between $150 to $250 per month during the coldest 
months of the year and between $75 and $150 during the 
summer months. CoServ has informed me that our community 
will now have a new meter reader, having dismissed the one 
who was doing our area previously. Our new meter reader is a 
young lady that has been reading meters for over seven years 
and is committed to ensuring our community has prompt 
accurate meter readings performed for accurate billing. 

Reduce Heating Costs 
Department of Energy simulations of 
heating system operations showed that 
homeowners in our area could reduce 
their heating costs approximately 11% 
by lowering their thermostats 5-degrees 
(from 65-degrees to 60-degrees) at night. 
Approximately 15% could be saved with 
a 10-degree (from 65 degrees to 55 

degrees) nighttime setback. If your seasonal heating bill were 
$300, savings would amount to about $33 for a 5-degree 
setback and about $45 for a 10-degree setback. If you 
normally keep your home warmer than 65 degrees in the cold 
season, nighttime setback to the 55 degree or 60 degree levels 
would result in even greater savings. 
 
During waking hours, use space heaters to keep the 
temperature of occupied rooms at a warmer temperature. 
Space heaters use less energy to heat one room than setting the 
thermostat up to keep the entire house at a warmer 
temperature. At night, several regular blankets or an electric 
blanket will keep you warm, while the house stays at a cooler, 
energy-conserving temperature. 
 
There are many programmable thermostats now on the market 
with a variety of features. The cost effectiveness of a 
particular type will depend on the type of heating and cooling 
system you have, and how much you are willing to raise or 
lower the set point. For instance, programmable thermostats 
save more energy when used with conventional electric 
resistance furnace like the ones we have than with a heat pump 
system. With any type system, the more you are willing to set 
back the thermostat at night and other times, the more energy 
and money you will save. 
 
If your planning to install a set back (digital) thermostat to 
replace the one you already have, make sure to call Fanning 
Services at 817-695-1840 to make sure it’s compat ible with 
your equipment. Using one that is not will ensure a void in 
your warranty as well as cause damage to your system. I 
bought one at Home Depot for around $50 and it’s much more 
accurate than the standard one that came with the house. I 
estimate it will pay for itself within one year of use and as a 
bonus it keeps track of my filter usage so I get a more accurate 
account of when it should be replaced. 

 
Monthly Gardening Tip 

As the weather begins to warm later this month 
our lawns will be competing with ground 
hogging weeds, which can quickly choke out 
grass before it has a chance to wake up from 
dormancy. Broad-leafed weed killer sprays can 
be applied to weeds anytime the temperature 

over 65 degrees for two days without rain. Be on the lookout 
for late-winter warm spells, and then take advantage of them 
to eliminate clover, dandelions, henbit, chickweed, thistles and 
other unsightly invaders. March is also the time when lawns 
wake up hungry from the winter months. A spring feeding 
strengthens roots and gets lawns off to a good start before the 
heavy growing season. It is wise to apply a combination 
fertilizer with a pre-emergent to control crabgrass.  



F. M. 720 Meeting 
On February 27th Little Elm High School’s cafeteria was host 
to a conference by the NTTA (North Texas Tollway 
Association) in regards to the proposed construction of the 
Lewisville Lake Toll Bridge and improvements to portions of 
F.M. 720 & F.M. 423. Representatives from NTTA as well as 
Mayor Cravey were on hand to answer questions from the 
assembled and try to update plans that date back to 1991. 
 
For those who do not already know the NTTA is working 
cooperatively with Denton County to plan and design a toll 
bridge across the northwestern portion of Lewisville Lake. 
The new toll bridge will connect Swisher Road and Garza 
Lane. When complete, motorists will be able to get from 
Interstate 35E to the Dallas North Tollway using Swisher 
Road, the toll bridge, Garza Lane, FM 720 and FM 2934. The 
project entails eight sections that, together, total 13 miles. 
Only the 1.9-mile long bridge over the main lake arm will 
have tolls charged.  
 
A section in Little Elm that was to be built by developers was 
already completed last summer. A draft Environmental 
Assessment and the design schematic for the FM 720 and FM 
2934 sections were submitted to the Texas Department of 
Transportation for approval. If no significant environmental 
impact is identified, work will begin on the design of the 
bridge. The NTTA will pay for the construction costs of the 
bridge and toll plaza. Factors that need be taken into account 
include the clearance required to prevent road flooding which 
will entail the bridge being built sufficiently above grade to 
keep it clear of rising water. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The portion of F.M. 720 that passes the front of our 
neighborhood and connects with F.M. 423 will be increased to 
four lanes with a wide median allowing for specific turn lanes. 
It will be designed so that it can easily be converted to a six-
lane road with elimination of the median allowing for the 
additional room required. Work on a F.M. 423 expansion will 
continue the four-lane theme all the way to SH 121. 
 
The estimated cost of the entire project is $98 million dollars 
and it is scheduled for completion in late 2008. 

 
The NTTA has also developed preliminary plans for extending 
the Dallas North Tollway from SH 121 to US 380 north of 
Frisco. This future project, known as DNT Phase 3, is likely to 
be developed in two phases: 3A, which runs from SH 121 to 
Main Street (FM 720) a length of 4.56 miles and 3B, which 
continues north from Main Street (FM 720) to US 380 a length 
of 5.06 miles.  
 
After a public hearing in January 2002, the NTTA Board of 
Directors issued an environmental Finding of No Significant 
Impact clearing way for the designing of the project. Final 
schematics are now complete. Traffic studies and revenue 
projections are being prepared at this time to determine the 
project’s overall feasibility as a toll facility.  
 
Project 3A is estimated to cost $60 million dollars and is 
scheduled to be completed in 2008. The estimated cost of 
project 3B is $100 million and will not likely be completed 
before 2020. 
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